* * * *
RUSSIANS CLIMB HALF WAY TO THE STARS

SanFranciscoSentinel.com Photos by LUKE THOMAS
By Pat Murphy
Tuesday, August 2, 2005
Spit and polish Russian sailors landed Russian Hill yesterday, standing Honor Guard for 19th century forebearers who forged a San Francisco community.
Erect across from the Russian Federation Consulate, atop one of the world's best known hills, and crisp from the Russian frigate Pallada, they came for permanent salute to that early community.
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Pallada Captain Nikolay Zorchenko
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The Pallada
Built in 1833
Photo Donated
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San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom welcomes each shipmate
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Organized by the United Humanitarian Mission, the event drew Mayors Gavin Newsom, Willie Brown, and San Francisco Board of Supervisors President Aaron Peskin, for plaque unveiling.
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UNITED HUMANITARIAN MISSION chair Leonid Nakhodkin, center, with Andrey Drobyskev of Global Strategic Ventures, who sponsored the event, greeting Newsom.
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Formal blessing of plaque by Eastern Orthodox Father Pavel
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Russian Deputy Consul General Yuri Bedjanian recalled interwoven history of the Russian people and San Francisco.
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The Honorable Yuri Bedjanian
Deputy Consul General of the Russian Federation
"It's my extreme honor and pleasure to welcome you all here on the Russian Hill on this solemn occasion to unveil the plaque commemorating the Russian sailors," stated Bedjanian.
"This ceremony should be considered as an important event underlining the historical connection between our two nations, the contributions the Russian people make into the multi-national and multi-cultural history and life of this beautiful city.
"We cannot but express our very sincere thanks to the United Humanitarian Mission of San Francisco, to the sponsors for their generous support of this noble idea and initiative, and all those who support the effort that made this event happen.
"I would like to mention that I am authorized by the President of the Russian Federation, Mr. Vladimir Putin, to convey his gratitude personally to Mr. Leonid Nakhodkin, president of the United Humanitarian Mission, for his valuable contribution.
"It is very remarkable to have here today, at this ceremony, Captain Nikolay Zorchenko and the Russian sailors from the Russian tallship Pallada now visiting San Francisco, which shows the Russian sailors are back in San Francisco," concluded Bedjanian.
The initiative was begun by former Mayor Willie Brown, with Brown successor noting he also inherited one of Brown's trademarks.
"Thank you all for coming out here, and for indulging me picking up where my predecessor left off by being 15 minutes late wherever I go," Newsom arched a grin toward Brown.
"Thank you Mr. Brown for that example!"
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The Honorable Willie Brown with Board of Supervisors President Aaron Peskin
"As a resident of Russian Hill, I am particularly happy to be here today," Newsom continued.
"What makes San Francisco such an extraordinary place is not necessarily the forty-seven and a half square miles that make up our city, the housing, and the landmarks, but the remarkable people who come from all walks of life from around the world for new beginnings.
"Who would have thought this small fishing village in 1850 or so would have been turned overnight to an international destination...
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San Francisco pier circa 1850
"Part of that contribution was made, of course, by the Russian people.
"More people, of course, came in the early part of the century, in 1917, in the 1940s we saw another big increase from people coming from Russia to San Francisco, and now I think close to 100,000 people of Russian descent make up the San Francisco Bay Area.
"We're seeing, the last census, the Russian population grow even more, particularly in the Sunset and Richmond Districts and I just want to, as mayor, thank all of you for your incredible contributions.
"It's my honor to officially recognize today, August 1, first day of August, as Russian Hill History Commemoration Day," proclaimed Newsom.
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SHARPNESS OF A BUSINESSMAN'S EYE -- Event sponsor Andrey Drobyshev, center
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WHAT'S A LITTLE JOKE -- As hard summer winds buffeted Russian Hill, the 42nd Mayor of San Francisco asked President Peskin if Peskin could turn the wind off. "Why? It's not mussing your hair," Peskin dropped not a beat.
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